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ORTHODOX EDITORS. 


Calvinism never labored under so many dis- 
advantages for want of talent to support it, as 
at present. In past years, many men of real 
talents have been enlisted upon the side of it, 
and have effected what they could imits de- 
fence. Recently the case is much changed.— 

_ Enquiry having gone abroad upon the subject, 
men of enlarged minds have seen that it is»but 
error, and they leave it to its fate. Limited in- 
tellects only can, in genetal, now be found to 
espouse the cause, with the hope to fight it up 
in defiance of common sense. 

The nearest orthodox print, to us, is the one 
issued at Rochester, and edited by Mr. Abijah 
Blanchard. This man has not enough of mind 
to render himself respected, even by bigots of 
his own faith—so let him pass. Butt is a late 
number of the Western Recorder, printed at 
Utica, that caused this article. That paper is 
edited by Mr. Thomas Hastings. owards 
this man we have no personal feelings, having 
never seen him, but from his paper we judge 
him to be one of the most peculiar of men.— 
He really has not manifested enough talent, 
#ince conducting that paper, to teach a com- 
mon school. He is entirely made up of a few 
set phrases, which he remoulds and utters week- 
ly; and in this dul] round ke has continued more 
than two years! 

One of his papers,dated the 16th inst. is now 
before us, in which he has copied from the Con- 
necticut Observer a truly stupid article on the 
freedom of the press, which he accompanies 
with a few words of his own. The piece was 
flat e before, but really he seems to have 
incre its stupidity. The Connecticut au- 
thor supposes, the press, in this country is not 
free because the patrons of newspapers are not 
willing to have the papers of the country made 
Theological Tracts for the Calvinists to circu» 
late their Pagan notions among the people !— 
Such apparent idiocy seems scarcely worth a 





remark, for the author knows nothing of the 
principles of government, or of the, meaning of 
the word free. Freedom of the press, if the 
man would know its import, consists in letting 
every man have that printed which ke wishes to 
read, (the author and publisher being accounta- 
ble for any excesses,) and in being allowed to 
receive such matter, in the form of a paper or 
pamphlet, by the usual course of mail. The 
readers of every paper have a choice : let that 
choice be gratified. We stand ready, at all 
times, to lend our aid in so defending the free- 
dom of the press that those persons who wish 
to read a paper such as the Connecticut Obser- 
ver, or the Western Recorder, shall be accom- 
modated, .We are not of that class. who wish 
for freedom only to one party. We are not a- 
fraid to have the merits of our doctrines tried 
by examination, and we claim the privilege of 
thus trying all others. . 

And now let us spend a moment upon. the 
remarks of Mr. Thomas Hastings, who edits 
the WestermRecorder, upon this subject. He 
begins by saying that the extract has some se- 
rious inquiries in it—but what they»are he 
tells not. Next he wishes all who have skip- 
per over them to go back and.read them.— 

ell, this we haye done—what next? Why 
he says that many editors are the mere mouth 
pieces of their patrons! And pray, Mr. Thom 
as Hastings, what are you but a mouth piece 
of the Auburn Theological School? Does not 
the paper you edit belong to'that Priest factory, 
and are not you hired} by the year, to say just 
what they wish you to? We tell you, Sir, that 
you cannot answer these queries in the nega- 
tive, unless at the expense of truth. In proof 
of it, just change your course, and instead of de- 
fending Calvinistic principles, attempt the de- 
fence of this: é The Lord is good to ALL, 
oe BS a mercies are over ALL his 
works. ou know, and we all know, that 
you would be immediately dismissed from your 
present post. And » Mr. Thomas Has» 
tings, how exceedingly ridiculous you appear 
in this mirror! I wish you had a little more 
sense, and thefi yow would know that every 
editor under heaven’ isthe mouth piece (I use 
that foclish, low word because it seems to be 
your favorite) of those who patronize him.— 
You say ns oblige editors to publish what 
they think false. Pray, Sir, is this \your un- 
happy case? Ifso, why mot resign your sta- 
tion? There are various opinions in the coun- 
try, and papers are wanted to.support them all, 
This will always give opportunity to such edj- 
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tors as dé not think with their patrons, to shift 


stations, which will accommodate all parties.. 


Then the editor will publish only what he be- 
lieves, and hypocrisy would be discouraged.— 
That you are obliged to publish what is false, 
for what is true, as you express it, I gather 
from the fact, that after it you add these words : 
“Deliver us from such a predicament as this; 


and from the morals of the man who would sub-. 


mit to Becupy it.” Are you, then, in the 
hands each men as you describe? But pray, 
Sir, what shall I understand by “ occupying a 
predicament?” Well may you cry out against 


toleration of enquiry, when such stark non- 
sense as this is all you can offer against it. Be 
comforted, Sir: there is no hope that your 
opinions will ever again prevail to a great ex- 
tent, so I trust that you will bring your mind to 
bear the evil as patiently as possible, 


Wr. Editor : Having observed, in the Gospel Ad- 
vocate, Wr. Buck’s opinion of the Sociuianor Unita- 
rian faith, and knowing it to be in some respects dif- 
ferent from that generally maintained by us, I take 
the liberty to request you to insert the enclosed ab- 
Stract of the Unitarian belief, that your readers may 
know more fully our views. A Unirarian. 

ABSTRACT OF UNITARIAN BELIEF. 

As Unitarians consider the Bible the only 
proper summary of religion, they do not pro- 
fess to compromise their sentiments in any sys- 
tem of articles, or forms of human invention. 
They consider the language of scripture suffi- 
ciently plain. They look withsuspicion on the 
decisions of councils, synods, and church dig- 
nitaries, because all men are subject to error 
and prejudice ; and the history of eighteen cen- 
turies has abundantly taught us, that few have 
been less free from these imperfections, than 
the rulers in the church. While we have the 
written word of God in,our own hands, we 
think it an imperious duty to consult the divine 
oracles themselves, and to build our faith en- 
tirely on the simple truths they contain. 

For this reason unitarians’ have no Written 
creeds, which they impose*on their churches 
as necessary articies of belief. Their creed 
is the Bible ; nor can they conceiveby wrath 
authouity any denominations of christians have 
assumed the right to enforee on the credulity 
of any among them, mop@’ than the Bible con- 
tains, or to require, as) @ condition of christian 
fellowship, a sclemn as$ent to doctrines aid o- 
pinions expressed in lahg very different 
from any used in scripture.’ To us this seems 
an impeachment against the wisdom and good- 
ness of God. It implies, that he has given us a 
revelation, which is defective, and the me 
doctrines of which we cannot understand, al- 
though they were.expressly intended for our 
instruction, edification, rule of life, and means 
of happiness, ' 

As we totally disapprove going to any other 
source, than theysacred word of God, for our 
religious opinions, so we shall never desire to 





lead‘our readers to any other. Many chris- 
tians, and we believe very good people, have 
become so much attached to creeds, that they 
seem seriously to think them an essential part 
of religion itself, No objection is more often 
heard against unitarians, or more loudly utter- 
ed by this class of christians, than that they 
have no creed. And because, in their minds. 
creeds and religion are the same, the triumph- 
ant and logical conclusion is drawn, that unita- 
rians have no religion. Yet, while we believe 
the revealed truths of God, humbly and devout- 
ly implore his aid to lead us right, rely on his 
mercy, and strive to comply with the terms of 
salvation by faith in Christ, sincere repentance, 
and a holy life, we trust we have something of 
religion, notwithstanding our reason and our 
conscience will not allow us to receive the 
commandments of men as doctrines of God.— 
We hope never to accuse any of our opponents, 
whatever fondness they may show for the in- 
ventions of men, or however defective they 
may think that creed to be, which is contained 
in the scriptures alone. 

The question is often asked, what unitarians 
believe? Curiosity is not satisfied with being 
told, that they believe all that is taught in the 
Scriptures, It has become so customary for 
christians to have the system of their belief 
written, arranged under separate heads, subdi- 
vided into:articles, and all collected into a book 
distinct from the bible, that few minds seem ¢a- 
pable of comprehending so strange a novelty, 
as that of laying aside this appendage, and still 
having a consistent religious faith. ‘To adopt 
ourselves to this state of things, we propose to 
bring forward, in as few words as possible, some 
of the leading views of unitarians, not as arti- 
cles, which are necessary to be believed in ad- 
dition to the: bible, but as truths, which they 
think are there clearly revealed or taught. It 
is not our purpose to go into minute distinc- 
tions.’ We aim only at a general view, by 
which such of our readers, as are little acquain- 
ted with the subject, may attain some tolerably 
correct notions of the grounds and principles of 
our belief. 

Unitarians believe, that the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament contain authentic re- 
cords of the dispensations of God, and of his 
revelationsto men. We think the evidence of 
the truth and divine authority of these books to 
be abundant and convincing. Several unitari- 
an writers of great celebrity have written ex- 
pressly in their vindication and defence, 

We believe, that the revealed truths of the 
scripturesare in conformiyy with the principles 
of right reason, and consistent with one anoth- 
er. We hold it tobe impossible, in the nature 
of things, that any truths, which God has re- 
vealed, should be irrational, or contradictory 
among themselves. What stronger evidence 
can you have of the falseness of any proposi- 
tion, than that it contradicts an undeniable 
truth, violates the plainest laws of your under- 
standing, and opposes the deliberate convictions 








of your judgment? No such proposition, we 
are persuaded, can be contained in the scrip- 
tures. If any are found apparently of this 
character, we believe the obscurity arises from 
an imperfect acquaintance with their meaning, 
and that further inquiry, and mvre “accurate 
rules of interpretation, will prove them to be 
perfectly consistent with the clear, positive 
parts of scripture, and with our ratienal convic- 
tions. Passages, about which there can be no 
doubt, should serve as guides in explaining 
the obscure. To suppose a text was intended 
to be mysterious, or to teach a mysterious doc- 
trine, because we do not understand it, appears 
to us the height of presumption and absurdity. 
All language is mysterious till we find out its 
meaning. But this does not prove that it has 
no intelligible meaning. It proves only an ig- 
norance, which we may overcome by industry, 
study, and a proper exercise of our faculties. 
This holds equally in regard to a knowledge of 
the scriptures, and all other knowledge. With- 
out adopting some such rules as these, and pro- 
seeding on the principle, that the scriptures 
have every where a consistent, and intelligible 
" jneaning, it is no wonder the inquirer is_per- 
plexed with niysteries, obscurities, and contra- 
dictions. 

Unitarians believe one of the great doctrines 
faught in the Scriptures to be the uniry and 
supremacy of God. Our reason tells us, that 
there can be but one God, one infinitely per- 
fect Being ; and scripture throughout bears 
testimony to this truth. “ Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God is one Lord.” Language simi- 
lar to this is often repeated in the New Testa- 
ment. 
of whom are all things—there is none other 
God but onp—the only Lord God—the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ—the only 
wise God, For there is but one Gop, and one 
mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus,””* 

As there is but one God, who “made the 
heaven, the earth, the sea, and all that in them 
is,” so the scripture teaches, that he alone is to 
be worshipped. That the Father is the only 
proper object of worship, is a truth, which is 
urged upon us, both by the commandments and 
example of our Saviour. “Then said Jesus 
unto him, get thee hence, Satan, for it is writ- 
ten, thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
Him only shalt thouserve.” “ After this man- 
ner, therefore, pray ye,—Our Father, which 
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” — “ But 
the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and intruth.” “ And in that day ye shall ask 
me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto yon, 
whatsoever ye shall ask the Father, in my 
name, he shall give it you.”t In these texts of 


* Deut. vi. 4. 1 Cor. viii. 4, 6. Juded. 1 Tim. 


i: 17. Eph. i. 3. 1 Tim. in. 5. 


t Acts iy. 24, Matth iy. 10.. vb.9, John iy. 
Xvi, 23, 
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scripture, we have the express commands of 
Christ to worship the Father only, His own 
example was uniformly in accordance wit 
these directions. He always addressed his 
prayers to the Father. A remarkable evi- 
dence of this may be seen throughout the whole 
seventeenth chapter of John. Fromihese, and 
numerous other testimonies, unitafians think 
it a religious obligation of the utmost impor- 
tance, to render divine homage to no other be- 
ing, than the supreme God. . 
Unitarians believe, that Jesus Christ was a 
messenger commissioned from heaven to make 
a revelation, and communieate the will of God 
tomen, ‘They all agree, that he was not God; 
that he was a distinct being from the Father, 
and subordinate to him; and that he received 
from the Father all his power, wisdom, and 
kifowledge.. In proof of this doctrine, reason 
and scripture concur. If Christ were not a 
distinct being from the Father, how could he 
pray to the Father? And if he were distinct; 
must be inferior ; for no rational mind can 
conceive of two separate beings, each infinitely 
perfect, If this were possible, there would be 
two Gods, and no longer one supreme God, 
Our Saviour said of himself, “ I came down 
from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 
will of nm, that sent me.” “ But I have not 
spoken of myself; the Father which sent me, 
he gave me a commandment what I should sayy 
and what I should speak.” “As the Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you.”* Let any 
one read these passages seriously, and ask him- 
self whether Christ, who is speaking, is the 








“There is but one Gop, the FATHER, | 


same being as the Father, who sent him, whe 
taught him what-he was to say, and to whose 
| will be conformed ? Would there be any mean- 
|ing in these passages if you were to suppose, 
| that Christ alluded to himself, when he spoke 
| of the Father, who sent him ? 

But further, “ Mysfather is greater than 1.” 
“ The Father that dwelieth in me, he doeth the 
works,” “1 can of mine own self do nothing.’’t 
It is necessary to ask, how it can be possible, 
that the person, who thus speaks of himself, 
can be God, or equal with God? He not on- 
ly calls the Father greater, but says in the 
plainest terms, that the works he performed 
were not done by his own power, but by the 
agency of God. Alli the texts here quoted af- 
ford a most un proof, that his power 
was derived. 

The same will r in numerous places in 
respect’ to his and knowledge. “ My 
doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me.”— 
“ He that sent me is true ; and I speak to the 
world those things,tohich I have heard of him.” 
“ As my Father hath taught me, 1 speak these 
things.”{ From these passages does it appear, 
that Christ instructed the world, and performed 
his marvellous works, by his own intelligence 
and wisdom? Does he not declare, in so ma- 





6 John vi. 38. xii. 49. xx. 21. ¢ Jobn xiv. 28. 
ixiv. 10. v.30. {John vii. 16. viii. 6. verso 28. 
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ny words, thathe received these from the Fa- 
ther? There is another remarkable text prov- 
ing the imperfection of his knowledge. hen 
he foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, he 
said, “ But of that day, and that hour, knoweth 
no man ; nd, not the angels, which are in hea- 
en, neither the son, but the Father.”* This 
text alone isenough to show, that the knowl- 
edge of Christ was limited, and that he cannot 
be the same as God, nor have the attributes of 
God. 

Although unitarians do not believe Christ to 
be God, because they think such a doctrine at 
variance with reason and scripture, yet they 
believe him to have been authorized and em- 
powered to make a divine revelation to the 
world. We believe in the divinity of his miss- 
ion, but not of his person. We consider all he 
has taught as coming from God; we recei¥e 
his commands, and rely on his promises, as the 
comma. ds and promises of God. In his mira- 
cles ve see the power of God ; in his doctrines 
and precepts we behold the wisdom of God ; 
and in his life and character we see a bright dis- 
play of every divine virtue. Our hope of sal- 
vation rests on the truths he has disclosed, and 
the means he has pointed out. We believe 
him to be entitled to our implicit faith, obedi- 
ence, and submission, and we feel towards him 
all the veneration, love, and gratitude, which 
the dignity of his mission, the sublime purity of 
his character, and his sufferings for the salvation 
of men, justly demand. But we do not pay 
him religious homage, because we think this 
would be derogating from the honor and majes- 
ty of the Supreme Being, who, our Saviour 
himself has told us, is the only proper object of 
our adoration and worship. 

Unitarians believe, that Christ was one being 
and that he possessed one mind, one will, one 
consciousness. The trinitarian doctrine is, 
that in Christ were “two*Whole and perfect 
natures joined together in one person,” and 
that one of these natures was God, and the oth- 
erman, We maintain, that two such natures 
must necessarily make two being. What con- 
stitutes a distinct being, but a distinct nature ? 
The notion, that two natures, or what is the 
same thing, two minds, two souls, two wills, 
can constitute one person, we,take to be utterly 
unintelligible and absurd. Suppose such a 
thing possible ; it would to the most glar- 
ing contradictions and “impossibilities. The 
same being would be om nt and immortal, 
and yet a'feeble man and subject to death ; he 


in which it is said, that Christ was God and 
man, or that he possessed “ two whole and per- 
fect natures.” No language is used in Scrip- 
ture, which has the remotest resemblance to 
| this, either in form or substance. If such a 
‘doctrine were true, would the Scriptures thus 
| be silent? Would it not be clearly, explicitly, 
| and positively stated? But, on the contrary, 
| Christ always spoke of himself, as one being ; 
his Apostles always spoke of him as one being; 
and it utterly impossible to form any definite 
conceptions of him in any other character. By 
what authority then, is a doctrine to be receive 
ed, which does so much violence to reason and 
common sense ? 

We believe the Holy Ghost, or Holy Spirit,. 
was the spirit of God, and not a person, or be- 
ing, or substance, distinct from God. When 
communicated to men, it was a supernatural 
gift, the energy and power of God operating 
on their minds, giving new light to their under- 
standing, and increasing their unnatural intelli- 
gence and wisdum. ‘That the Holy Spirit is 
nota person, is evident froin the various char- 
acteristics attributed to it in the Scriptures. It 
is said to be poured out, shed forth, given with~ 
out measure, and in portions. Men are said to 
drink into it, and it is at one time represented 
as being taken away, and at another as quen- 
ched. But none of these things are applicable 
to a person. And more especially, if the Holy 
Spirit were a person, and at the same time 
God, these characteristics would be absurd and 
impossible. You cannot say of God, that he 
is shed forth, taken away, or quenched. Mer 
are often said, also, to be “ filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” But how can a man be filled with a 
person, or with God. There is one text very 
decided on this subject. “No man knoweth 
the Son, but the Father, neither knoweth any 
man the Father, save the Son, and he to whom- 
svever the Son will reveal him.”* But how 
would this be true, if the Holy Spirit were a 
person, equal with the Father and the Son? 
Would not the Spirit know beth the Father and 
the Son, and this without any revelation? Iv 
short, we think, if the scriptures prove any 
thing, it is, that the Holy Spirit so often men- 
tioned in them, is a supernatural influence com- 
— to men by the power and agency of 

od. 


* Matth. xi. 27. 


Clerical Joke.—Dr. Griffin, celebrated for 





would know all things, and yet be ignorant ; 
he would be perfect and imperfect ; the crea- | 
tor ofall things, yet derived and dependent.— ' 
If it were pretended, that these contradictions ' 
are supported by any direct proof of Scripture, 
this doctrine would strike us with less amaze- | 
ment. 
trine of two natures is wholly a doctrine of in- 
ference. Not a single passage can be adduced, 


* Mark xiii. 32. 


But this is not pretended. The doc-; 


| 


orthodox and hot peaching, happening one mor- 
ning to take breakfast with some of the more 
liberal creed, remarked that the coffee had a 
singulartaste. The rest of the company could 
discover nothing but the flavor of thé bean.— 
The Doctor once more applied his gustatories, 
and was sure it had the “taste of sulphur.”— 
* I expect,” facetiously retorted his brother in 
black, “ that the coffee is good enough, but you 
have not got the taste out of your mouth since 
last Sunday.” —Passim. 
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YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN. 

Much is said about the necessity of being born a- 
gain ; and since all denominations are agreed on this 
subject, so far as to admit, that without this new birth 
we cannot see the kingdom of God, it is quite impor- 
tant that we understand what is meant by it. 

It is agreed by all parties, that to be burn again is 
tocome into a knowledge of the truth. This being 
admitted, the most explicit declarations of the divine 
testimony on this subject, may be, paraphrased thus; 
except a man come upto a knowledge of the truth, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. That we may 
fully understand the subject, it now becomes neces- 
sary to inquire what is truth ? Chiist isdenominated 
‘* the way, the truth, and the life.” See John xiv. 4: 
And he declared, that ‘‘ no man cometh unto the fa- 
ther but byme.” This renders it plain, that in order 
to see the kingdom of God, we must know Christ.— 
This knowledge of Christ must be an experimenta} 
acquaintance with him, his character, hiserrand,jand 
the promised result of his labors. Hewas, and is, 
the Son of God ; his distinguishing characteristic, was 
humility; his errand was, to seek sinters; his mis- 
sion, to save that which was lost, by taking away the 
sin of the world; and the result will undoubtedly be 
the complete consummation of all those gracious de- 
signs of his Father manifested through the Son. 

All this teaches us, that to be born again is to be- 
come like little children, who with simplicity and hu- 
mility receive instruction and sustenance from the 
hands of those who watch over them. Our Saviour 
says, Math. xvili. 3. * Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of beaven.” And again, ‘ whosoever, 
therefore, shall humble himself as this little child, the 
same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Thus far our ideas correspond with those of other 
denominations ; and the doctrine is so plainly ex- 
pressed in scripture, that there appears to be no room 
for controversy about it. But we do not agree with 
others as to the consequences of not being born again. 
Notwithstanding there is no more ambiguity in re- 
Jation to this point, than there is relative to the for- 
mer, yet mankind have disagreed materially, in their 
opinions of the ultimate utility of the new birth, We 
are explicitly taught, that the consequence of not 
being born again, is, that we cannot see the king- 
dom of God. So far, there is no room for disputation. 
The voly point, on which there can be any disagree- 
inent is on the question,where is the kingdom of heav- 
en? If itbe imanother world, strictly and literally 
speaking, it must be confessed, that a part of man- 
kind must either be converted there, or remain out 
of it forever, But if this kingdom is here, in this 
world, there can be no doubt that the consequence of 
not being born again will be realized here, and bere 
only. 


That the kingdom of God, or kingdom of heaven, 
is the reign of God, by his Son, on earth, appears 
from the common and uniform use of the terms.— 
Christ says to the Jews, Math. xii. 28. ‘But if I 
cast out devils by the spirit of God, then the kingdom 
of God is come unto you.” To the sameclass of un- 
believers be again said, Math. 21, 43- “The king- 
dom of God shall be taken from you and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” John de- 
clared, Math. iii. 2. “The kingdom of God is at 
hand.” Christ said to his disciples, Luke xvii. 21. 
‘ Behold the kingdom of God is withinyou.” Andas 
proof that it was in this world, he said to his follow- 
ers, Luke ix. 27. ‘‘I tell you of a truth, there be 
some standing here which shall not taste of death till 
they see the kingdom of God.” Again; Math. xi, 
12. “And from the days ofJohn the Baptist until noty 
the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the vi- 
olent take it by force.” 

From those quotations it will be seeu,that the king- 
dom of God, or kingdom of heaven, is nothing that 
relates to another mode of being. Consequently, 
when this fact is acknowledged, every objection to 
the final salyation of all men, predicated on a contra- 
ry opinion, is removed. For even should it be made 
to appear, that thousands do not experience this new 
birth at all, in this lite, it would only prove that they 
remain destitute, till death, of those choice blessings 
to be enjoyed only in the kingdom of our divine Re- 
deemer. . 

In confirmation of the foregoing facts,it may be far- 
ther maintained,that the truth, a knowledge of which 
constitutes the vew birth, relates to that provision 
which God has made in Zion for all people, and can- 
not be disanoulled by the unbelief or ignorance of 
those to whomit isdeclared. Therefore, if we admit 
that thousands reject the truth to the latest day of 
their lives, and despise the Son of God, they may, 
after they have received, the just reward of their dis- 
obedience, be made acqnainted with the saving real- 
ities of the gospel, andsaved with an everlasting sal- 
vation. But this does not imply thatit is as well not 
to be born again, as itis to be truly converted to 
Christ. For although his kingdom is set up and cs- 
tablished “in the earth” it contains a blissful reward 
for all acts ofhumble obedience, and certain, but e- 
quitable punishment for an arrogant rejection of truth. 

In this point of light, the doctrine of the new birth 
appears consistent and It bears the likeness 
of the divine Author of hy ny and consistency ;— 
and its practical efficacy will be felt and acknowledg- 
ed by all those who duly reflect upon the subject.— 
Many have rejected this necessary qualification thro’ 
a mistaken idea of its nature and tendency. It has 
been long abused by fanatics, and consequently re- 
jected by the ignorant. Thousands have taken ii for 
granted, that it is a mysterious or incomprehensible 
subject, either invented by men, or withheld from all 


‘but a few, by him, who speakeththe word and it is 


done. al 
We would, therefore, recommend if to our readers 





and brethren, as a subject worthy of prayerfal con- 
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sideration ; and would assure them, that unless we are 
strangers to the efficacy of eternal wisdom and love, 
there is, laid up instore for all the faithful, a rich and 
lasting reward for their endeavors to learn the truth 
asin Jesus Christ our Lord. And itis believed, that, 
even should the blessings of Christ’s kingdom be ob- 
tainable in this life only, there is enough to induce 
the rational mind to receive them with thankfulness : 
And especially, since his kingdom is finally to be giv- 
en up to God, we may well rejoice at having it in our 
power, todwell together in heavenly places in Christ, 
here on earth, and the inestimable privilege of trust- 
ing in God for final acceptance. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 
ADDRESS, 


‘TO THE BELIEVERS IN THE ABRAHAMIC FAITH, 
“ Come now, and let usreason together.” Isaiah 
i, 18 


~ 


Our opponents have much to say concerning. 


the vicious tendency of the sublime doctrine 
which we believe, upon which we predicate our 
hopes of future endless bliss, and in which we 
rejoice with pious confidence, trusting in the 
God of mercy and salvation! They, by thus 
representing our doctrine, have prophetically 
determined our characters; that they will be 
immoral and corrupt—-That we shall indulge 
£0 excess in every species of vice and brutality 
-—that we shall overleap every restraint, forego 
all the pleasures of innocence and the enjoy- 
ments of virtue, for the dregs of iniquity, and 
hecome’agest to society, the enemies of God 
and theyerucifiers of his Christ! They do all 
this when they declare that the doctrine of 
tmiversal love and holiness leads to all manner 
of licentiousness and debauchery ! 

(Ow what I am desirous of reasoning upon, 

‘ priety of disappointing these confident 
boastérs, who have made‘ this seasonable at- 
tempt to turn the grace of God into lascivious- 
aess, and who have unblushingly predicted the 
degradation of our moral character. 

The plan which I am about to propose, 
should it succeed, will, perhaps, be rather dis- 
pleasing to these prophets at first, being a token 
of perdition ; but nevertheless, it will highly 
exalt us, and give us an inherétance among them 
that are sanctified, and int end or result, 
prove a. great blessing m. 

My plan is this, for alfwho have “ named the 
name of Christ to be ca: to depart from in- 
iquity.” What say you my brethren—will you 
go up with me to Ramoth Gilead to the battle ? 
Come let us reason together ; Will it not be to 
the glory of God and the honor of his name, to 
adopt, with full purpose of heart, this plan ?— 
Will it not conduce to the furtherance of the 
cause and to the prosperity of Zion? Will it 
not reflect b upon us who are counted the 
offscouring of the earth, to follow the meek 
Saviour of mento tread in his footsteps—to 
breathe dis spirit of divine and universal philan- 
thropy and in all things to be conformed to his 
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image? Are not the consolations of the gospel. 
a sufficient incentive for the immediate adoption 
of this plan? Do the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, and the peace oi “God which passeth 
understanding, offer no inducement to our com- 
pliance ? What then doth hinder ? By adop- 
ting this plan we shall have the unspeakable 
satisfaction to behold the troops of error and 
darkness retreating and the empire of the King 
of Zion extending ! We shall in this way be co- 
workers together with Christ, in the destruction 
of superstition and ignorance, by emiting the 
rays of gospel truth, in the splendor of chris- 
tian example, which our opponents can never 
gainsay nor conceal, Yea, brethren, put on the 
spotless robe of your divine Master, by a care~ 
ful imitation of his examples, and you will shine 
forth in the beauty of holiness, as stars in the 
firmament ! And what will be the result? It 
will hush in everlasting stillness the tongue of 
evil report—It will bruise the Old Serpent’s 
head, and confound forever the hostile predic- 
tions of these prophets of Baal, your spiritual 


-adversaries ! Come now and let us reason tor 


gether. 

Perhaps you will say that the Universalists 
are as moralas those who deride them: This 
we believe, or we should think our reasoning 
in vain. Ifwe are not better than they by 
practice we are not so good as we ought to be, 
As an evil tree bringeth not forth good fruit, 
we cannot expect from those whose views or 
ow are partial, the exercise of vuiversal 

arity, unless we would have them abuse theit 
religion. Their doctrine is not so good as the 
doctrine of universa_ holiness, and consequently 
we cannot expect such abundant fruit as from 
those who profess this doctrine. 

The doctrine which we believe, we consider 
much better than that ofour opponents. If so, 
ought we not to endeavor to manifest its trans+ 
cendant beauties by a more luminous example 
of godliness ? Where little is given, little is re~ 
quired ; but where much is given, much is re< 
quired. 

Should our brethren approve of this plan, we 
hope they will be speedy and constant in its 
execution ; and that having began a good work, 
they will persevere to the end. 

Should the Editor think our reasoning logical 
and beneficial to the cause of moral virtue, and 
evangelical piety, by laying this before the pub- 
lic, he may encourage us to reason again upon 
this subject. “If ye love me keep my com- 
mandments.”—Jesus Christ. 

Plymouth, Mass. Jan. 6th, 1826. 


jJ****H, Beers, 


Christian Telescope. 


A CHEAP SALVATION. 

Mr. Streeter—I am too far advanced in 
years, to think on the great subject of salvation, 
as taught in the bible, without increased seri- 
ousness. But I must confess that when I hear 
of saving immortal souls for the paltry sum of 
three dollars, it causes me to smile; and I gm 
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persuaded that if the common sense of man- 
kind does not soon become disgusted with the 
speculating and bartering policy of modern 
priestcraft, the scripture doctrine of salvation 
will be wholly lost, and immortal beings will 
be bought and sold, with as little reserve, as 
slaves in southern markets, I have lately been 
asked and even teazed by my eldest daughter, 
jn the presence of a dandy-drest young Cler- 
gyman, to give three dollars a year, or rather, 
promise that I would assist her in paying that 
sum, in aid of the “Female Education Society,” 
to educate indignant young men for the gospel 
ministry. When I had inquired into the na- 
ture and prospects of said society, I was told 
by the Clergyman, that siz hundred dollars 
would educate a beneficiary for the holy work, 
and that each one, so educated, would, on a 
moderate calculation, become instrumental in 
the salvation of two hundred souls, who would 
otherwise be eternally damned. The question 
was then solemnly urged by the clerical beggar, 
‘vhether it would incur the awful guilt of refus- 
‘ing to co-operate in this great work. My “— 
ter then raised her voice, and said that, “ Fa- 
ther was so cold hearted, he did not feel any 
concern for poor, perishing sinners.” But as 
Soon as the clamor had subsided, so that I 
could be distinctly heard, I answered in my 
own defence, in nearly the following words. 

«“ Youask me, Sir, if I am prepared to run 
the risk of refusing to join with you, in the 
great work of saving souls from eternal damna- 
tion? To which 1 answer—that if 1 had the 
Same views of the subject that you profess to 
have, I would not refuse for all the honors and 
tiches of the world, I would not only give the 
trifling sum which you crave, but I would sell 
all that I possess, and devote the avails to that 
object. If I withheld one dollar more than 
what pressing necessity demanded for my pres- 
ént wants, I should consider, my guilt unpar- 
donable. Those men, whoever they may be, 
who hoard up money-live in splendid houses— 
wear costly dress and spend their money for 
what stern necessity does not demand to make 
them barely comfortable, and yet believe that 
én immortal soul may be saved for three dollars, 
are not the disciples of Christ. But I do not 
discover that my neighbors, who profess to be- 
lieve with you, are any less expensive in their 
buildings, furniture, carriages, clothing, &c. 
than I am, 

Just cast your eye out at this window, Sir, if 
you please, and see the princely mansions, in 
which they dwell. You will notice the ex- 
travagant cost for building fences round the 
front yards, and for paving and ornamenting 
the walks in each direction; and then judge 
whether these men, with all their orthodoxy, 
are notas deep in the mud, as I am in the mire, 
in relation to this great work. But, Sir, I will 
Come nearerhome. Now to say nothing about 
your elegant watch establishment, which would 
command cash enough to save three or four 
souls, leaving you the watch, which might be 





just as well suspended by a piece of ribbon, F 
ask you, Sir, to look at my daughter, who is all 
alive, to your soul-saving cause. Would not 
her rings, ear jewels, and veil, fetch enough to 
save, at least, five souls from eternal damnation? 
And yet you consider her on perfectly safe 
ground, since she is ready fo rate with 
you, in begging for my money ! Ke, Sir; I 
should be guilty in the sight of my Saviour, if 
I did not firmly oppose such God-dishoaoring 
schemes.”—I should have proceeded farther, 
but my daughter had darted out of the’room, 
and the young Priest, so far from being atten- 
tive, had repaired to the glass, and was care- 
fully adjusting his fine collar, and brushing up 
his foretop, in a style, becoming a “ Philadel- 
phia lawyer.” He muttered over a few apol- 
ogies for his prodigal sisters in the faith, [of 
Calvin ;] but they came with an ill-grace from 
one,whose very appearance indicated pride and 
extravagance. 

I am astonished at the stupidity of men and 
women around us. Can they believe in the 
Popish notion of saving a soul for three dollars 
or any number of dollars? Blasphemous pre= 
tention ! Literally making merchandize of im- 
mortal beings. For my children’s sake, I shud+ 
der at the thought. A FATHER. 

Christian Intel. 


W. PENN’S RELIGION. 

“ We read of the wise king of Israel, that 
after all his sprightly songs, and pr 
verbs, and grave discourses, he win 
a single text—“fear God and ke 
mandments, for that’s the whole d 
Even so, William Penn, after all his | 
ing and reflection on that great subject, throws 
the whole of —« intotwo words—Humili- 
ty and Love. Those who are in the habit of 
despising a religion that is not bundled up and 
bloated with Creed®yand Catechisms, sacra: 
ments and ceremonies, will no doubt think as 
meanly of Penn’s simple religion of Humility 
and Love, as Naaman did of Elisha’s simple 
ear aie for the leprosy —“ Go anp wasx.” 

ut itis enough for us to know, that this reli- 


gion, simple as it may seem, is from God. me 


it is also eneugh for us to know that the foo 
ishness of God is 
always have at 

at this object. 
once. Man must 


iser than man. Man must 
“round about,” to come 

s point blank to it at 
thousand springs to 

move one effect ; touches but one spring 
and lo! millions of effects leap into motion.— 
Since then his power is so great, why may not 
God, if it please him, give command, and a sin- 
gle pair of parent virtues shall instantly give 
irth to innumerable beauties in the moral 
world ? He does so in the natural world. Look 
at wintery nature clad iu her dreary shroud of 
ice and snow—her lovely vegetable family ali. 
inhearsed!—her nobler animal ‘oflspring droop- 
ing in despair! “ Alas ! Shall those dead bones 
live 2” Yes, but let the san come forth in his 
strongth—Iet the soaking showers smoke along 
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the ground—anhd straitway the little plants peep 
forth, laughing, from their clods—the lambs 
gambol on their hifls—and the birds fill the 
spicy groves with songs !—and all this wonder- 


ous agency affected by the sole agency of the: 


sun and shower! And what is that sun ; and 
what is that shower in the natural world, but 
humility and love in the moral ? 

For as the warm sun and shower unbind the 
ice of winter, and fill the lap of nature, with 
precious fruit and flowers, so by the iear of hu- 
mility and the glow oflove, the ice of human 
nature is dissolved—the seeds long dead of vir- 
tue begin to. sprout—the man is revived—his 
face blooms henevolence—his thoughts brexthe 
kindness—and his lips utter language sweeter 
than the song of birds, and more refreshing 
than the odour of precious spices, . Thus na- 
fure, by her still small voice of analogy, pro- 
claims to man that humility and love are the 
true religion and life of the moral world,”— 
Weem’s Life of Penn. 


CLERICAL ECCENTRICITIES. 

Early in the last century, the minister of A- 
broath was Mr. Ferguson, a man remarkable 
for freedom of speech even in the pulpit, where 
he sometimes gave great offence, by his plain 
and apposite illustrations. Many of them we 
remembered and repeated in that quarter, a- 
mong Which are the following. 

Lecturing one Sunday upon Zaccheus climb- 
ing the tree to see Jesus, he said, This Zacche- 
us, my friends, was a wee bodie, just such an- 
other as @ur carlie of a gauger sitting there,— 

his finger to the quarter of the 
kirk“Wwhere the exciseman was seated, 


One Sunday forenoon, hell was the subject | 


of his discourse, in which he indulged in much 
of that singularity of expression so natural on 
all occasions, concluding thus: “ It. now on- 
ly remains to. show the situation of hell, and 


this shall be clearly pointed out in our after- | 


noon’s discourse.” Anxious to hear the local 
situation of that place of punishment particular- | 
ized, he had a full attendance in the afternoon; | 
but to the disappointment of his audience he | 
had a new discourse, on the government of the | 
passions ; but before concluding, he addressed 
his congregation thus: “In the forenoon I | 
promised to show you wae hell is situate— | 
Oh! my friends! it is illic nearer than you | 
imagine ;—it is at youg Very. door, and I see | 
some here, who are on the very brink of" that | 
dreadful pit. In short, my friends, hell is in’ 
the very heart of your town—do not start ; for | 
I can prove that hell is in Homer’s Wynd, (a 
lane in the town,) for as LT was coming to the 
kirk this afternoon, I heard-sic a brulzie in Tam 
Lindsey’s, that I looked in at the door, when 
I saw Tam and his wife, fighting, both with 
tongue and hands; he had riven the mutch off 
her head, and the’ napkin: from her neck ; she 


bid 


sure you will agree with me, that it must be. 
hell upon earth !” 


| ANECDOTE. 

Every body knows that it is a common thing in this 
religious world to have revivals; and whenever such 
eXcitements prevail it is fashionable, and perhaps ne- 
cessary to have “ conference meetings” on which oc- 
casions those whoare subjects of the “ revivals” are 
allow ¢@ to tell their troubles of mind, and recount 
| their trials with the adversary, to the great edification 
of ail those *‘ under coucern of mind,” and, for the 
double purpose of imrrovement in heavenly things 
and to promote the ‘ex: iement.” Ti was at one of 
those meetings, so very cssential to the salvation of 
** poor irnmortal souls,” that a ‘‘ certain” convert, of 
undoubted sincerity, but who, like some others, had 
more Zeak than knowledge related his “experience,” 
which, in substance, was this:—** For a long time he 
had been serious, and from time to time had neglec- 
ted to make known his feelings to the pious. Divers 
resolutions had been adopted and as often abandun- 
ed:—he frequently determined to “ get religion,” but 
alas! the Devil would prevail on him to neglect the 
day of salvatiun, and continue on in the road to end- 
rless perdition! This led him to despair of salvation. 
Nothing but wrath appeared in the face of Jehovah— 
and nothiog but endless damnation could be his por- 
tion! But io un unexpected moment he experien- 
| ced relief, the cause of which, whs related thus :— 
| While going to the place of worship his mind being 
| seriously imptessed with the importance’ of flceing 
| fromthe wrath of God, aud the necessity of renewed 
| resolutions toifight against the devil—all at once, this 
| beautiful passage of sacred writ struck his mind with 

great forcs—“ @ faint heart never wins a fair lady” — 
| and every difficulty vanished if a moment !! 


POETRY. 


| 
I WILL SING PRAISE. 














| In the following verses, by Montgomery,we 
offer to our readers one of the latest productions 
of his delightful pen. 

| THE SOUL. 

| What is the thing of highest price 

The whole creation round ? 

| —Fhat which was lost in Paradise, 

—That which in Christ was found— 





had given him a blue eye ; and he was bleed- 
ing at the nose like a sheep! -Now, sirs, where 
there is so much mischief, at a fireside, I am 


The soul of Man—Jehovah’s breath, 
That keeps two worlds at strife; 

Hell moves beneath to work its death, 
Heaven stoops to give it life, 


God to reclaim it did not spare 
His well beloved Son ; 
Jesus to save it deigned to bear 
_ The sins of all in one ; 
The Holy Spirit sealed the plan, 
And pledged thie blood divine, 
To ransom every soul of man ; 
That price was paid for mine! 


And is this treasure borne below, 
In earthen vessels frail ! 

Can none its utmost value know, 
Till flesh and spirit fail ? 

Then let us gather round the Cross, 


That knowledge to obtain, 
; Not by the soul’s eternal logs, 
| But everlasting gain. 





